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Introduction 



This Bible study tool is a combination of pages from the Open American Standard Version 
(OASV). These have been chosen for two reasons. This work is in the public domain which makes it 
easy to provide freely without charge. Secondly, it is easy to read and is rich in content. The fact that it 
is in the public domain does not distract from the value it will provide in the study of the scripture. 

About the Open American Standard Version 

There are already many good translations of the Holy Bible into contemporary English. 
Unfortunately, almost all of them are restricted by copyright and copyright holder policy. This restricts 
publication and republication of God's Word in many ways, such as in downloadable files on the Internet, 
use of extensive quotations in books, etc. The Open American Standard Version was commissioned by 
God in response to prayer about this subject. 



Because the Open American Standard Version is in the Public Domain (not copyrighted), it can be 
freely copied, distributed, and redistributed without any payment of royalties. You don't even have to ask 
permission to do so. You may publish the whole Open American Standard Version in book form, bind it in 
leather and sell it. You may incorporate it into your Bible study software. You may make and distribute 
audio recordings of it. You may broadcast it. All you have to do is maintain the integrity of God's Word 
before God, and reserve the name "Open American Standard" for faithful copies of this translation. 

The Open American Standard Version is an update of the American Standard Version (ASV) of the 
Holy Bible, published in 1901. A custom computer program updated the archaic words and word forms to 
contemporary equivalents, and then a team of volunteers proofread and updated the grammar. The New 
Testament was updated to conform to the Majority Text reconstruction of the original Greek 
manuscripts, thus taking advantage of the superior access to manuscripts that we have now compared 
to when the original ASV was translated. The style of the Open American Standard Version, while fairly 
literally translated, is in informal, spoken English. The Open American Standard Version is designed to 
sound good and be accurate when read aloud. It is not formal in its language, just as the original Greek 
of the New Testament was not formal. The OASV uses contractions rather freely. 
The Open American Standard Version doesn't capitalize pronouns pertaining to God. The original 
manuscripts made no such distinction, Hebrew has no such thing as upper and lower case, and the 
original Greek manuscripts were written in all upper case letters. Attempting to add in such a distinction 
raises some difficulties in translating dual-meaning Scriptures such as the coronation psalms. The Open 
American Standard Version main edition translates God's Proper Name in the Old Testament as 
"Yahweh." 



With all of the above and some other places where lack of clarity in the original manuscripts has 
led to multiple possible readings, significant variants are listed in footnotes. The reading that in our 
prayerful judgment is best is in the main text. Overall, the Open American Standard Version isn't very 
much different than several other good contemporary English translations of the Holy Bible. The 
message of Salvation through Jesus Christ is still the same. The point of this translation was not to be 
very different (except for legal status), but to update the ASV for readability while retaining or improving 
the accuracy of that well-respected translation and retaining the public domain status of the ASV. 




The Book of Nehemiah 



Nehemiah 
Chapter 1 

^he words of Nehemiah the son of 



Now in the month Chislev, in the twentieth 
year, as I was in Susa the palace , 2 Hanani, 
one of my brothers, came, he and certain 
men out of Judah; and I asked them about 
the Jews who had escaped, who were left of 
the captivity, and concerning 
Jerusalem . 3 They said to me, "The remnant 
who are left of the captivity there in the 
province are in great affliction and reproach. 
The wall of Jerusalem is also broken down, 
and its gates are burned with fire." 

4 When I heard these words, I sat down and 
wept, and mourned several days; and I 
fasted and prayed before the God of 
heaven , 5 and said, "I beg you, 
Yahweh/ the God of heaven, the great and 
awesome God, who keeps covenant and 
loving kindness with those who love him and 
keep his commandments: 6 Let your ear now 
be attentive, and your eyes open, that you 
may listen to the prayer of your servant, 
which I pray before you at this time, day 
and night, for the children of Israel your 
servants, while I confess the sins of the 
children of Israel, which we have sinned 
against you. Yes, I and my father's house 
have sinned . 7 We have dealt very corruptly 
against you, and have not kept the 
commandments, nor the statutes, nor the 
ordinances, which you commanded your 
servant Moses. 

8 "Remember, I beg you, the word that you 
commanded your servant Moses, saying, 'If 
you trespass, I will scatter you among the 
peoples ; 9 but if you return to me, and keep 
my commandments and do them, though 
your outcasts were in the uttermost part of 
the heavens, yet I will gather them from 
there, and will bring them to the place that I 
have chosen, to cause my name to dwell 
there.' 
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